2DO                             A COMING STORM.

Pierce, was the orator of the day at Concord, New Hamp-
shire. " We have had," he said, "overwhelming sorrows,
but none like these which come welling up day by day
from the great fountain of National disaster ; nor have the
sorrows brought with them any recompense of National
pride or victorious arms." And he bitterly denounced the
"fearful, fruitless fatal civil war," and the " harvest of woe,"
that it was ripening for the Republic. Other orators and
statesmen, of even more commanding rank than he, spoke ,
that same day in a similar strain. Yet almost at that very
hour, Lee was reeling in disaster back- from " a stubborn
Meade and a barren field" 'at Gettysburg, Johnston in
Mississippi was in full flight before Sherman's conquering
legions, and Grant was raising the Stars and Stripes above
the conquered ramparts of Vicksburg, the " Gibraltar of
the South." Truly, a grim and mighty transformation
scene!

For a time now Sherman lay comparatively quiet on the
Big Black River, while other armies in other regions
pushed on the game of war. Baffled and routed in Penn-
sylvania, the Rebels fell back toward Richmond, and then
strengthened their forces for another rush upon the centre
of the Union line, in Tennessee. There, Rosecrans had
made a fair beginning. He had driven the foe from middle
Tennessee, and out-flanked Bragg and forced him to aban-
don Chattanooga to a position south of Lookout Mountain.
In Eastern Tennessee, likewise, Burnside had been suc-
cessful, wresting Knoxville and Cumberland Gap from the
enemy. So, all along the line, from the Mississippi to the*
Potomac, the Rebels had been, when early autumn came, de-
feated and forced back. They now determined upon another
effort, viz., to assail the National forces in Tennessee with all
possible energy, and "drive the Yankees across the Ohio."turned, and called', as loud as he could, 'Calibre 54,' Sherman
